Dear Awana Clubbers,


We will try to answer all your questions and then some in this letter.  (Book One  page 141, Book Two  page 110)
We work as Awana Missionaries in the San Diego & Imperial Counties and Hawaii. Our responsibilities are to help churches start Awana Clubs and help the churches that already have Awana to improve.  We have been doing Awana as a full time job, for the Lord since 1970. 

We organize your San Diego Area AwanaGames competition, Scholarship Camp, and Bible Quizzing especially for you clubbers to participate in.   We also help leaders, directors and pastors by having Conferences and Training Seminars.  Some of our time is also spent training other Missionaries from other countries like Mexico, Africa, Spain, the Philippines, and Bangladesh.  We do train them here at our events, and Gene has traveled to and assisted the missionaries in all of these countries, helping them with their events.  So far, Nancy has traveled to and helped in Mexico and South Africa because she has health restrictions.  Awana HQ in Streamwood, of course, must approve our trips to foreign countries.  Before we could go to these countries we had to get visas and a passport.  And yes sometimes even shots to prevent getting illnesses that they have in those countries, which we do not have here. Our most recent mission trips have been to Mexico in Jul. 03 and in Feb. 04 we both taught at the Awana Leadership Training Conferences in Johannesburg and Cape Town, South Africa.
Here are several qualifications for being sent out as a Missionary:

1. You must be saved and know it.   Phil 1:6, John10: 27-29 

2. You must be called by God to be a Missionary, as Paul and Barnabus were, Acts13: 2.  

The biggest Challenge of Missionary life is that of balancing Family time priorities with Ministry responsibilities.  We have two married children and 12 grandchildren.

3. You must know your Bible well.  Proverbs 9:9, 11:30, I Timothy 4:13

4. You must have a good testimony before family, friends, neighbors and even those who dislike you.   Phil.2: 10,11 and II Timothy2: 15  

YOU MUST HAVE A SERVANT’S SPIRIT.

5. You must be concerned about those who don’t know Jesus as Savior.   II Peter 3:9 - Develop your own plan and tools to use in witnessing to your friends.

 WORDLESS BOOK: We are born Sinful man - Romans 3:23;

Jesus death - shedding His blood - Romans 6:23& John 3:16 Acts 16:31;

Washed us as white as snow - Isaiah 1:18 & Psalm 51:7;

Salvation is secure - John 10:27-29; Grow through Scripture -II Peter 3:18;

Be a witness & be baptized as a testimony of faith – Matthew 28:19&20; -

            Mark 16:15 and look forward to Heaven – Titus 2:13&14, Philippians 3:20&21 

ROMANS ROAD - #1-Romans 3:10 & 23; #2- Romans 5:12 & Romans 6:23;

 #3-Romans 5:8; #4-Romans 10:9&10; #5 Romans 10:13

            Or choose from many other Tracts available in a Bible bookstore

As missionaries there are two most rewarding parts of the ministry.  Seeing both children and adults come to know Jesus as Savior and equally as rewarding is to have Clubbers growing up to become leaders and Campers returning as counselors at camp and Leaders growing in service to the Lord even becoming Pastors.

6. As Awana Missionaries, we must also have Organizational and Administrative skills; with a servant’s spirit, we must lead others.  I Corinthians 14:40  
Gene especially will be making Awana presentations to Pastors and then later to congregations of churches who are interested in starting Awana.  We will be teaching the Basic Training classes and training others to help us do the training.

A typical day for us includes many office hours during the day preparing for each of the upcoming events. It means we must prepare to direct our Ministry Team of 15 couples in how they can best assist us in making these events the best possible for you clubbers as well as how to best be able to reach unsaved parents who come to see their children participate.   We spend hours deciding which of the teams should be in A, B, C, or D league for both AwanaGames and Bible Quizzing so that competition will be most balanced.  It means a lot of hours at the computer answering E-mail and letters from Awana clubbers and leaders in San Diego and even other states and countries. Some days it also includes getting the equipment out of storage and packing it in the trailer.  We so much appreciate a very dedicated Ministry Team who help in many of these “busy work” types of things.  Then in the evenings we visit clubs and many times we are visiting clubs every night of the week.  Churches that have Awana on Wednesdays are the hardest to get to because so many churches have club that night  we can’t get to all of those.  Sometimes we even visit two churches on Wednesday nights. 

The greatest disappointment in ministry is when people don’t follow through when they have made commitments to serve the Lord, and then drop out.  Another big disappointment is when misunderstandings develop between Christians and they don’t work it out, but part ways instead.

Weekends we participate in Missionary conferences at the different churches that have Awana, do new church presentations and supervise the different Awana events.  Probably our favorite event is Scholarship Camp where we all get to spend quality uninterrupted time with each other and the Lord.

Please pray for us in all of these areas as we serve the Lord and the Churches.

God bless you as you memorize and study His Word.

Your Awana Missionaries

Gene and Nancy Goertzen

